
Use this calendar to help plan surveys to monitor biodiversity in your 
urban green space. The surveys included are all suitable for beginners 
or those starting out and learning some identification skills. Lots also 
provide training and guidance for those who are new to them.

SURVEY CALENDAR
FOR BEGINNERS

WINTER SPRING SUMMER AUTUMN WINTER
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General 
Woodland Trust - Nature’s Calendar

City Nature Challenge

Birds

BTO Garden BirdWatch

BTO Nesting Neighbours Survey

RSPB Big Schools’ Birdwatch

RSPB Big Garden 
Birdwatch

RSPB Swift Mapper

Bats
BCT Sunset Survey

BCT Roost Count

BCT Waterway Survey

Other  
mammals

PTES Living with Mammals Survey

PTES Mammals on Roads Wildlife Survey

The Mammal Society’s National Harvest Mouse Survey The Mammal Society’s National Harvest Mouse Survey

PTES National Water Vole Monitoring Programme

Reptiles
ARC Trust - National Reptile Survey ARC Trust - National Reptile Survey

ARC Trust Garden Dragon Watch

General Reptile Surveys - see guidance from Froglife

Amphibians  
and other  

pond life

ARC Trust National Amphibian Survey - common frog and 
toad survey

ARC Trust National Amphibian Survey - 
newt survey

General Amphibian Surveys - see guidance from Froglife General Amphibian Surveys - see 
guidance from Froglife

Freshwater Habitats Trust - The Big Pond Dip

ARC Trust Garden Dragon Watch

Freshwater Habitats Trust Pond Habitat Surveys

PondNet common toad and frog 
surveys

British Dragonfly Society - DragonflyWatch

British Dragonfly Society Willow Emerald Watch
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Insects

Flower-Insect Timed Counts

Butterfly Conservation 
Big Butterfly Count

Butterfly Conservation Garden Butterfly Survey

PTES Great Stag Hunt

Butterfly Conservation National Moth Recording Scheme

Bee-Fly Watch

Plants,  
trees and 

hedgerows

Flower-Insect Timed Counts

BSBI New Year 
Plant Hunt

National Plant Monitoring  
Scheme - first survey in late spring / 

early summer

National Plant Monitoring Scheme - 
second survey in late summer

Optimum time for woodland ground flora surveys

Optimum time for grassland surveys

OPAL Tree Health Survey

OPAL Hedgerow Biodiversity Survey

PTES The Great British Hedgerow Survey

Marine
The Big Seaweed Search

Seagrass Spotter

The Shark Trust’s Great Eggcase Hunt

Soil Earthworm Watch Survey Earthworm Watch Survey
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https://naturescalendar.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
https://www.citynaturechallenge.org/
https://bto.org/our-science/projects/gbw
https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/nesting-neighbours
https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-teachers/schools-birdwatch/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch
https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-we-do/protecting-species-and-habitats/swift-conservation-take-part-in-swift-mapper
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/national-bat-monitoring-programme/getting-started/sunset-survey
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/national-bat-monitoring-programme/surveys/roost-count
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/national-bat-monitoring-programme/surveys/waterway-survey
https://ptes.org/get-involved/surveys/garden/living-with-mammals/
https://ptes.org/get-involved/surveys/road/
https://mammal.org.uk/current-research/national-harvest-mouse-survey
https://mammal.org.uk/current-research/national-harvest-mouse-survey
https://ptes.org/get-involved/surveys/countryside/national-water-vole-monitoring-programme/
https://reptile-survey.arc-trust.org/
https://reptile-survey.arc-trust.org/
https://www.arc-trust.org/garden-dragon-watch
https://www.froglife.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Reptile-Survey-Booklet-Nov-2021-Update.pdf
https://amphibian-survey.arc-trust.org/pages/protocol
https://amphibian-survey.arc-trust.org/pages/protocol
https://www.froglife.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Amphibian-Survey-Booklet-Nov-2021-Update.pdf
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/get-involved-2/big-pond-dip/
https://www.froglife.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Amphibian-Survey-Booklet-Nov-2021-Update.pdf
https://www.arc-trust.org/garden-dragon-watch
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/pondnet/survey-options/habitats/
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/pondnet/survey-options/frogandtoad/
https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/recording/bds-recording-scheme/
https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/recording/willow-emerald-watch/
https://ukpoms.org.uk/fit-counts
https://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/
https://gardenbutterflysurvey.org/
https://stagbeetles.ptes.org/take-part-in-the-great-stag-hunt/
https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/recording-and-monitoring/national-moth-recording-scheme
http://soldierflies.brc.ac.uk/bee-fly-watch
https://ukpoms.org.uk/fit-counts
https://bsbi.org/new-year-plant-hunt
https://www.npms.org.uk/
https://www.npms.org.uk/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/opal/surveys/treehealthsurvey/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/media/imperial-college/research-centres-and-groups/opal/BIODIVERSITY-16pp-booklet_legacy.pdf
https://hedgerowsurvey.ptes.org/the-great-british-hedgerow-survey
https://bigseaweedsearch.org/
https://seagrassspotter.org/
https://www.sharktrust.org/greateggcasehunt
https://www.earthwormsoc.org.uk/earthwormwatch
https://www.earthwormsoc.org.uk/earthwormwatch

